
 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Department President Diane 

In traveling and meeting Auxiliary members across the state it is interesting 

to learn how they approach fundraising, give donations, plan their big 

events. Their calendars are already several months ahead, what has 

worked the past couple of years is now time to change, or maybe we still 

want to keep doing it. It’s an easy fundraiser, a weekly 50/50 that each 

week goes into a different fund for donations. An auxiliary bake sale, one 

District has lots of baked goods on their silent auction table for their district 

meeting. There are so many possibilities, the goal is to be able to have the 

funds to be able to donate for the hospitals, to support your local National 

Guard unit when they are deployed, have a reserve for your relief fund. 

These past few weeks have had a lot of tension and concern with the “shut 

down”: opportunities to assist our vets. 

The Holidays are upon us; Auxiliaries are working on toy drives for veteran 

families. One Auxiliary voted to provide $1,000.00 for toys to be given to 

local veteran families, amazed because their account only had six 

thousand, it was voted on and a unanimous decision. The focus is what 

and how we are supporting our veterans and their families, it can be a 

tough season, so let’s continue to find creative ways to encourage our 

veterans and their families. 

We are looking ahead to our VOD & Patriot Pen banquets, it is always very 

encouraging to hear how our students are grounded, patriotic and we have 

hope for our future. The Department VOD Banquet is February 7 in 

Springfield, so mark your calendar and reserve your room, it is a formal 
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event, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

The November Veterans Lottery has been organized by Laurie Lesperance 

our fundraising Chair, for three years, she has done a wonderful job. The 

Council voted to host a second one this year for the month of May. The 

tickets are already available to purchase and will be drawn daily in May, 

ask your district President or line officers about tickets. 

 

How is your end of the year reporting going? I was sitting in a hotel before 

my next official visit when I began this report, now it’s almost Thanksgiving, 

the 250th Marine Birthday was wonderful, and it has been great to see how 

the Auxiliaries have been sprinkling kindness and encouragement all 

around Illinois for Veteran’s Day! Of course, for the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars and its Auxiliary every day is Veteran’s Day… 

I pray everyone has a Blessed Thanksgiving, December 7th Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day. I want to thank Secretary Rhonda and Treasurer 

Linda for making a road trip to Michigan to continue to work out our 

“Dashboard” …things are improving, so continue to be patient. Thank you 

to all our Chairs who are working diligently to promote the Auxiliary 

programs, increase and retain membership, it takes all of us moving in the 

same direction, working side by side to keep us strong. We cannot 

accomplish our mission without all of you working behind the scenes. 

Thank You! 

Have a safe and relaxing Holiday Season, Merry Christmas, Happy New 

Year!!! 

Life is Sweet Serving our Veterans! Semper Fi! 

Diane Ahrens 

Dept of Illinois VFW Auxiliary President 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 2025 

Treasurer’s Notes 

NEW MEMBERSHIP PROCESS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2026 

 

Now is the time to be prepared for the change in the membership processing effective 

January 1, 2026. 

What you need to do prior to December 31, 2025: 

1. Destroy all applications that do not have a revised date of January 2026 

a. Remove them from anywhere at the post they may be kept to give to new 

applicants to complete 

b. Have members destroy any old applications that may be in their 

possession 

 

2. Make sure all applications currently in process are sent to me as soon as 

possible. 

a. If mailing, applications must be mailed by December 15, 2025, to allow for 

mailing and processing 

b. Life Membership being paid by credit card can be mailed by the December 

15 th or faxed/emailed to me by December 22, 2025. If there are any issues 

with the credit card, the application will be returned to the auxiliary anda 

new application will need to be completed and returned for processing 

after January 1, 2026 

Processing Changes after January 1, 2026: 

1. Only the new application will be accepted. All older versions will be returned to 

the auxiliary to have a new application completed by the applicant 

2. No ACH payments will be accepted effective January 1, 2026 

3. Credit card information will not be input on the application. Instead, the 

application will be processed, and an email and/or text message will be sent to 

the new member with a link to complete the payment process 

4. New Annual memberships can be paid by credit card. Please note, the amount 

that will be paid by credit card is the annual dues amount only. If you have an 

Admission Fee, that will need to be paid by the new member directly to your 



auxiliary 

5. Be sure that the new members complete Sections A, D or E, H and I on the 

application completely. (This includes a member who is rejoining the Auxiliary) 

Transfer Members will complete Sections A, C, and I. 

6. Your Auxiliary will complete sections B, F, and G on all new, rejoin or transfer 

members 

If you have any questions, please contact either your District President or me. 

Linda Lorenz 

Department Treasurer 

 

 

 

From the Department Secretary: 

As I sit here contemplating what to say, I am reminded of how fast time goes by. As I said to a caller earlier today, 
when the new year starts it’s hard getting those unpaid annual dues to pay. Let’s work hard for the last few weeks 
of the year to get all our annual members to pay their dues before they lose the right to attend meetings on January 
1st. Make a call and ask them to pay their dues. Sometimes a phone call is all it takes.  We want all our members 
joining us in the new year.  

We are here to help. If your Auxiliary is having problems, please give your District President a call. If it’s something 
he or she can help with, they will. If not, they will go to President Diane and she will assign someone to work with 
you and do what we can to solve your problems. We don’t want to lose any Auxiliaries. As we head into 2026 let’s 
make our Auxiliaries stronger and able, to do the work for our Veterans for many years to come. 

I am always just a phone call away. If you have a question, ask it. If I don’t know, I will ask someone who does. I 
wish you all a safe and very Merry Christmas. A Happy Healthy New Year, and I look forward to seeing you next 
year! 

 

Rhonda Borkgren, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Americanism – Back to Basics- Tara Skipper, Americanism Chair, Patriotic Instructor 

Department of IL 

This year, the Department Americanism Program includes two opportunities for recognition, and 

many of you are already doing the work—you just need to tell us about it! 

 

Award #1 – Best Display of Patriotism on a Patriotic Holiday 

This includes activities, ceremonies, school programs, flag displays, parades—anything your 

Auxiliary did to honor a patriotic date. 

Recent and upcoming Patriotic days: 

 Veterans Day (November 11) – Yes, it has passed, but it is still reportable! 

 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day – December 7 

 (And earlier this fall: POW/MIA Recognition Day, Gold Star Mother’s & Family Day, 

VFW Day, etc.) 

If you hosted, attended, or supported a patriotic event—please send it in. 

 

Award #2 – Best Display of Americanism in an Auxiliary Meeting 

This award recognizes what YOU do inside the meeting room to promote patriotism. 

That can include: 

 A patriotic opening or prayer 

 A reading or poem related to our nation 

 Flag etiquette reminders 

 Sharing a historical moment or veteran recognition 

 Teaching about an upcoming patriotic observance 

 

Help Me “See It” 

As your Americanism Chair, I don’t get to sit in every room or attend every event—but your 



reports are how I understand the impact you’re making. 

So, when you send them, please describe what you did: 

 What was the event? 

 Who participated? 

 Was the community invited? 

 Did you include students, scouts, or civic groups? 

 What made it meaningful? 

Just a few extra details help bring it to life—and that is how we determine the best of the best. 

I am so proud of the Auxiliaries who are already reporting—you are doing wonderful work. 

Keep sharing, keep educating, and keep honoring our veterans and our flag. 

If you did it, You report it 

If you report it—make us feel like we were there.  

 

By Tara Skipper, Department of Illinois Americanism Chair & Patriotic Instructor 

 

 

Beth Costa-Bland 

An Update on Auxiliary Outreach 

Volunteering is an opportunity to show the best version of yourself to your community and 

a powerful way to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others. By giving your time, 

energy, and talents, you help build a more compassionate, supportive world. Volunteerism 

not only benefits those you serve, but it also enriches your own life and the reputation of 

the VFW Auxiliary as a beneficial part of the community. 

There are some common mistakes I’ve seen in reporting your auxiliary outreach which have 

prevented some reports from being accepted. I replied to each report when it was not able 

to be accepted but recently learned that our website was not sending those emails. If you 

submitted a report that was not accepted, here are the most common reasons why. (If 

yours did not fit on this list, please reach out to me and we’ll talk through it.) 

        1) Events hosted by or at your own location do not qualify as outreach. You must be 

             working on behalf of another organization. 

         2) Cash and goods donations do not count as auxiliary outreach. They may be a better 

               fit under a different program or as community service through your VFW. 



         3) Serving on a community board and tasks completed as a board member or for that 

               board do not qualify as auxiliary outreach. (It is a great thing to do, just not 

               considered a fit under this program.) 

          4) Serving only members of your church in any fashion (meal delivery, usher, 

                communion server, etc) is being a great congregation member, but because it does 

                not serve the community at large, it is not auxiliary outreach. 

Thank you for your willingness to step forward and help. Your contributions truly matter, 

and your spirit of service inspires those around you. Keep up the wonderful work—you are 

making a real difference! 

Thank you for serving with your heart, 

Beth Costa-Bland 

Dept Auxiliary Outreach Chair 

 

 

Buddy® Poppy/National Home 

Carol Shutts 

 

Please do not make Veteran’s Day your last poppy drive until Memorial Day. Keep 

those poppies visible for all to see. The more you do the more you put in your 

relief fund. Attach the story card to a Poppy when you hand them out so 

everyone will know what this little red flower means. With the culture changing 

around us we need to find a way to let those cultures know what it means. 

Buddy Poppy Story Cards-print using Avery 5371 or equivalent 

If you have not seen this video, please take time to do so. 

Updated 2023: Behind the  Buddy Poppy Video 

I would like to see how you used the Poppy this Thanksgiving and Christmas in 

your reports. 

Both links can be found in MALTA under Member Resources. 

National Home - Vfwnationalhome.org 

https://vfwnationalhome.org/promotional/ 

https://vfwnationalhome.org/news/blog/ 

Our goal this year is to make the National Home visible to all veterans. 



Without our voice we cannot make that happen. 

The first link I have given you is to see what the National Home is all 

about. Please read it. 

The second link is for promotional flyers and brochures to hand out or place 

in a VA Clinic or your doctor’s office. Get approval before you do it. 

The third link is recent news as to what is happening at the Home. 

These links are all important to make the National Home visible to 

Everyone. We need us to be their eyes and ears. We need to help our 

veterans and this is a great way to do it. 

Let’s get the word out! 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and New Year. 

Life is Sweet Serving our Veteran’s 

Carol Shutts 

National Home/Buddy Poppy Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

There was once a man who had four young sons. 

Wanting to teach them about the dangers of judging things too rapidly, he decided to 

send each of them on a journey, one after the other, to a distant pear tree. 

Each son when in a different season, the first in winter, the second in spring, and so 

on. 

At the end of the year he brought his children together and asked them what they’d 

seen. 



The son who’d travelled in winter described a gnarled, twisted, and barren tree that 

stood stark and ugly against the land. 

The son who went in spring disagreed. No, he said, the tree seemed full of hope and 

promise, with green buds along its branches. 

The third son, who’d travelled in summer, disagreed once more. The pear tree he’d 

seen was covered in beautiful blossom that looked and smelled divine. 

Finally, the last son, who’d made the journey in fall, disagreed again, describing a tree 

laden with sweet and delicious pears that tasted better than any he’d eaten before. 

When each son had spoken, the father said they were all correct, because they’d only 

seen but one season of the pear tree’s life. 

He explained to his sons that it’s foolish and impossible to judge something in this 

manner. 

The essence of something, whether it’s a tree or their fellow man, can only be 

measured as a whole, at the end of the year, having seen it in its fullness. To make 

your judgment in winter is to miss the promise of spring, the beauty of summer, and the 

fruit in fall. 

Moral of the story: 

Refuse to judge yourself, life, or other people based upon a single mistake or 

challenging time. Refuse to let the pain of one season destroy the joy of those to come. 

 

We often judge people on the “season” of their life that we came in to it. WE all have a 

story to share! Take time to listen, to learn and to see how they got to where they are 

today. 

We are approaching the Holiday Season filled with beauty and lights and decorations 

for all to see! Don’t forget our Veterans and their families that may be struggling. Let’s 

send care packages to our Troops that can’t be home celebrating with their families. 

Visit our elder members that may not be able to get out to enjoy the holiday 

decorations. Bring them some Christmas joy with a visit from you. Can you go 

shopping for someone that can’t do it themselves? Share the spirit of the Holiday with 

our members and their families. 

It is time to look at our Membership numbers too! Do you have a member in distress? 

You can pay their dues through your relief fund, all you need to do is ask your Auxiliary 

and vote to pay their dues. Dues Angels, it is time to shine your light for those 



members that may not be able to pay this year. Take a moment to reach out to your 

home bound members, bring them the gift of conversation and caring. 

I want to take a moment to THANK you all for everything you are doing for our 

Veterans and their families! Your love and excitement for our mission fills my heart with 

love and pure joy! May you have a blessed and fun filled Holiday Season!! 

 

 

Love, 

Marvie 

Extension Chairman/Chief of Staff 

 

 

 

 

Grave Registration 

Michael Maruszak – Department Chaplain 

Have you heard or read that a beloved member has gone to their eternal home. Then 

wonder why the Secretary or President had not notified us of the passing of our beloved 

Sister or Brother. Death is a stressful time for a family; there are so many things that 

need to be done, and sometime things are forgotten and overlooked. An Auxiliary 

member should never blame the family for not remembering their loved one was an 

Auxiliary member. What we will do to show our gratitude is by conducting memorial 

services. Contact a family member letting them know your intentions, just don’t show up 

expecting to conduct our memorial services. If you do not have family contact 

information, contact the funeral home. identify yourself and the office you hold. Let them 

know the deceased was a member of your Auxiliary and would like to conduct the VFW 

Auxiliary Memorial service. Explain it takes about 15 minutes. Provide a date and time 



when you and your Auxiliary Members will be there. Ask the funeral home if they would 

Kindly inform the family the Auxiliary would like to perform their Memorial service on the 

date and time you provided. Remember to be flexible since the family may have other 

services scheduled. Once known, immediately get notification out to your members, e- 

mail, phone chain-calls, or text message. If you are having trouble getting members to 

fill positions (4- flag bearers, President, Sr. Vice, Chaplain, Conductor), you can 

combine the President and Sr. Vice and the Conductor with Chaplain. You could if 

necessary use two flag bearers. 

MALTA is the official way to record the passing of members. Always validate deaths 

reported match the death the Chaplain has. This is important because the Department 

Chaplain will use this information for Memorial Services at the Department Convention 

in June. No Member should be forgotten during our Memorial services. 

Do not delay in entering deaths. Delayed death reporting affects our Membership 

standing for National Membership awards. It also will cause your Auxiliary, District, as 

well as our Department President from obtaining points needed to qualify Circle of 

Excellence. Our Department President has been inducted into the Circle of Excellence 

the last four years, and we want this to continue so please report on-time. 

Michael Maruszak 

Graves Registration 

 

 

Historian 

Adrian Narup, Chairman 

 

 

National President Lois Callahan Visits Department of Illinois  

 

October brought a special kind of warmth to our Auxiliary family as we welcomed National President Lois Callahan for a 

memorable visit that spanned four VFW Posts across Illinois. 

 

 Highlights from Her Visit: 

- President Lois connected with members at four different Posts, sharing her passion and gratitude for their service. A 

special visit to Fisher House 100 for a donation presentation. 

- A festive dinner brought together Auxiliary members and guests for an evening of fellowship and inspiration. 

 

- Friday’s outing included a cheerful shopping trip to a local cheese shop—laughter and camaraderie filled the air! 



 

 A Message of Heartfelt Leadership: 

Throughout her visit, President Lois shared thoughtful ideas and uplifting stories that reflected her deep commitment to 

Veterans. Her actions spoke volumes, reminding us all why we serve and how we can continue to make a difference. 

 

 Captured Moments & Lasting Memories: 

From warm handshakes to shared smiles, every moment with President Lois was a reminder of the strength and unity 

within our organization. Her visit left us energized and proud to carry forward the mission of honoring Veterans and their 

families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hospital Report December 2025 

 

It’s that time of year to start rocking around the Christmas Tree!! What do 

you have planned for our Veterans? Are you visiting and bringing goodies 

to them? Are you having a party for them? If you are, please share and 

make sure to report, report, report!! 

We are in the process of ordering 15 more phone chargers to be distributed 

to Marion, Jesse Brown, Hines and Jefferson Barracks for them to use 

throughout their facilities. Thank you to all of you for making this possible. 

We have had great feedback on this project we started over a year ago. It 

just continues to grow and I feel is a great asset to not only our Veterans 

but also their families. 

We have also had some great contributions to our pet food project and I 

know that this will continue to grow. If you wish to purchase items, please 

check with the VAVS rep at your facility to find out their needs. If you wish 

to make a donation, please send it to the Department Treasurer and 

earmark it “pet food project”. The VAVS reps can draw from this fund to 

purchase items for their food pantries. I actually had a Veteran who 

recently lost his wife. He told me that their little dog (which they both love 

so much) is the only thing keeping him going. It is sad to hear this, but we 

all know someone in the same position. This is the reason I started this pet 

food project. We lose so many of our Veterans to depression and 

loneliness. Sometimes their pet is the only thing that helps them get 

through their day. 

As we all know this time of year is some of the hardest for our Veterans. 

Whatever we can do to bring a little cheer and sunshine to their lives is 

what we are here for. Keep up the great work you all are doing and I want 

to wish you the best for the holiday season. 

Laura Knackstedt, Chairman 



 

 

 
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Kathryn Rowold 
Chairman 
 
You may have heard the term “Honor the Contract” campaign in response to the Economist, Washington Post 
and the Congressional Budget Office’s proposals to cut veterans’ benefits.  The campaign reminded America 
of a fundamental truth—VA disability compensation is NOT a handout; it’s an earned benefit paid through 
service and sacrifice.  This is an attack and insult on the integrity of those who served and on the moral 
contract between our nation and its veterans.   
 
Now more than ever it is important to join the VFW Action Corps to add your voice to the thousands of 
veterans’ advocates making a difference and encourage others to do so as well—being a veteran is NOT a 
requirement to receive the publication.  It is also vital that you TAKE ACTION and contact your legislators to 
insist they be a part of “Honor the Contract” campaign in support of the benefits of our veterans!   
 

Scan the QR code, text “VFW” to 50457 or visit vfw.org/JoinActionCorps to 
receive the publication. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best wishes for the holidays and THANK YOU for all you do for our veterans! 

 
Kathryn Rowold 
Chairman 
 

 

 
 
 

 



MEMBERSHIP  

Katie Makey, Co-Chairman & Alena Kim, Co-Chairman 

Happy Holidays from your Sprinkle Squad! 

As we roll into the end of another calendar year, it is important to keep our members 

engaged, informed, recognized, and involved in events. 

Here are a few helpful tips to guide you: 

• Welcome New Members: Recognize new and reinstated members by name (and 

photo, if available) to make them feel appreciated and part of the "Auxiliary family". 

• Calendar of Events: Clearly list upcoming meeting dates and times, as well as 

future programs, projects, and fundraisers in newsletters & on social media sites. 

• Auxiliary in Action (Completed Projects): Boast about the successes of past 

projects and events with descriptions and photos. This showcases the impact of 

members' efforts and the value of their membership. 

• Program Spotlights: Educate members about National and Department Programs 

(e.g., Hospital, Legislative, Scholarships, Veterans & Family Support). Explain the 

purpose and importance behind each, and include ideas for members to get 

involved, even those who don't attend meetings. 

• Membership Corner: 

o Dues Reminders: Gently remind members about dues payment deadlines. 

o Recruitment/Retention Ideas: Share tips for inviting new members and 

engaging existing ones. Mention available awards for recruitment efforts. 

o "Why I Joined" Stories: Feature a brief story from a member about why they 

joined to inspire others. 

 

• Legislative Updates: Keep members up to date on important legislative concerns 

impacting veterans and their families, and suggesting ways they can advocate, such as 

sending thank-you notes to legislators who supported key bills. 

• Member Recognition/Personal News: 

o Acknowledge personal milestones like anniversaries or birthdays. 

o Inform members about those who are ill or need "Thinking of You" cards. 

 

• Veteran Benefits Information: Offer and educate veterans and their families about 

available benefits and who they may contact for assistance. 



• Lighthearted Elements: Include a funny moment, an inspirational quote, or words 

of encouragement. 

• Contact Information: Always provide contact details for local and national VFW 

Auxiliary contacts and website information. 

Best Practices 

• Be Creative and Visually Appealing: Use photos from events to make the 

newsletter engaging. 

• Use Templates: Leverage available newsletter templates to ensure a professional 

look. 

• Vary your delivery methods: Send the newsletter via email or physical mail to 

reach all members. 

• Encourage Interaction: Invite members to submit questions, ideas, or photos to 

foster a sense of community. 

 

• Promote National Resources: Direct members to the national website and e- 

newsletter for more information. 

 

New Membership application form will be effective starting 1/1/2026 submissions to 

Department. National has updated the application correcting Section D -- removing the 

2nd box asking for the VFW member's membership ID. Your District Presidents would be a 

good source for the details. You can reach out to Katie Makey or myself for more 

information. 

Illinois, you have grown our membership across the state another 27 new members since 

last month (10/02/2025) to 155 through 11/01/2025. That is a 30.7% increase of new members 

since October 2nd. This is a shout out to the top three districts in growth. District 5 & 

District 19 with 18 new members this year. District 12 at 17 new members. Way to GO!!!!! 

We see you are continuing to sprinkle and renew your members. Currently we have 80 

auxiliaries across the state at 90% or above. That is 62% of our Auxiliaries. We have 50 

 

auxiliaries at 95% or above. Currently we have 21% (27 of our auxiliaries) at 100% or above. 

Keep it up!!! 

The Membership Wheel was not at the October Council meeting, but the goals as defined 

in the program book remain with a lot of opportunity to spin and win at February Council. 



The milestones we are tracking is 95% by November 12th and then 100% by December 

31st. 

Let’s continue and grow our membership and collect our dues to ensure our ability to 

ensure Life remains Sweet Serving our Veterans in our communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alena Kim & Katie Makey 

Alena Kim & Katie Makey 
Co-Chairman of Membership 
vfwauxakim@gmail.com 253-355-0613 & katieilauxmembership@gmail.com 224-627-2329 
 

 

 

 

�� VFW Auxiliary Scholarship Bulletin –  

VFW Auxiliary Scholarship Program Bulletin #3 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all Auxiliary Chairmen who reached out with questions and 

supported the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen contests. Best of luck to all the 

entries—I’m excited to see which Post/Auxiliary entry will be selected in February to go 

onto National! 

 

Continuing Education Scholarship 

 

The Continuing Education Scholarship is now open! This scholarship is part of National 

President Lois Callahan’s Special Project for 2025–2026 and is designed to support 

members and their families pursuing further education. 

 



Who Can Apply: 

VFW Auxiliary members 

Spouses of members 

Children and grandchildren of members 

Deadline to Apply: 

February 15, 2026 

 

Applications are available at https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/continuing-education- 

scholarship. Completed applications must be submitted online or mailed to National 

Headquarters. I have attached a flyer for you to post at the Post Home or wherever your 

auxiliary meets. 

Don’t forget if your auxiliary donates $25 or more to the National President’s Special 

Project, they are entered into a drawing that will be held at the Convention in June 2026. 

If your auxiliary has already donated and it is less than $25, I will include your 

auxiliary in the drawing as the donation was made before my eblast was sent out. 

 

Upcoming Art Contests for High School Students 

 

Encourage your local high school students to showcase their creativity and patriotism 

through these exciting contests: 

Young American Creative Patriotic Art & 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contests 

 

Eligibility: 

 

Open to students in 

grades 9–12 

Must be a U.S. citizen or 

U.S. national 

 

Must attend school in 

the U.S. or its territories 

 

For the 3-D Contest only: 



Artwork must be three-dimensional and reflect patriotic themes 

Deadline for both contests: March 31, 2026 

 

Details & Entry Forms: Visit https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships for contest rules, 

eligibility, and submission guidelines. 

Warmest holiday greetings from my family to yours — Wishing you a Happy 

Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a Safe & Happy New Year! 

Barb Sweger 

Department of IL Scholarship Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans & Family Support 

Greetings! I hope everyone had a safe Thanksgiving and that it was filled with loved 

ones. As we find ourselves in the mist of the busy Holiday season, please don’t forget 

our active service members, veterans and their family members. We are coming into a 

hard time for some; as they may not be with loved ones, or may be struggling 

mentally, emotionally or financially. Reach out even if it’s just a quick text or phone call. 

Send those cards or care packages.   

Even though November is Veterans and Military Families month, we should be 

celebrating them every month. Keep in mind that some may still be struggling after the 

recent government shut down; as they are just starting to get paid again with fears of 

another looming shut down in the near future. I have spoken with several active service 

members within the last week and a half have just received their first paycheck 

since the government reopened, and they have mentioned fears of January looming so 

near with another shut down. Reach out to see if your auxiliary can help pay a bill or 

help with food. Let them know you are here to help as a lot of them are too proud to ask 

for help.  

Note in the VFW Magazine:  



From VFW.org: The VFW Foundation will provide a $1 match for every $1 spent 

purchasing qualified items to donate to a homeless shelter or a $1 match for every 

$1 donated to a homeless relief organization. A minimum of 500 pounds or $500 

must be met each time you are submitting an application in order to qualify. 

 For more information, including how to apply, follow this link. https://vfw-org-
hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Post-Grants/Uniting-Veterans-Grant-
Application-Auxiliary.pdf?v=1&d=20250922T154119Z&la=en 

.  

 Finally, if you have not made your donations, please get them in. As well as your 

reports. I have been trying to stay on top of approving on a weekly basis and am 

impressed with some of the things your auxiliaries are doing. Keep up the great 

work and see you in the New Year!!  

  

Respectfully,  

Jennifer Hunter  

Veterans & Family Support Chairman 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

SPECIAL NOTE 

 

ALL SUBMITTED REPORTS HAVE BEEN REVIEWED. THEY ARE NOT HOWEVER 

BEING REFLECTED ON THE DASHBOARD. WE ARE AWARE OF THE PROBLEM 

AND ARE CONTINUING TO WORK ON IT. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

 

UNDERSTANDING. 

 

Now is the perfect time to encourage our youths’ creativity. 

Holidays can not only be stressful for adults but for our youth as 

well. Take this time to introduce ways to help them process their 

feelings. Drawing and painting are a few ways for them to relief 



stress, build self-confidence, and focus on the moment. 

Our Illustrating America Program (for grades K through 8) 

provides an excellent opportunity to encourage self-expression 

and help them become more self-assured. As this contest is based 

on any patriotic theme, ask them questions to help with ideas; 

What does patriotism look like to you? 

When you think of being a patriot, what does it look like? 

What is your favorite symbol of America? 

Give them time to imagine, dream, and explore freely. 

While they ponder these questions gather supplies for them to 

express their thoughts in an artistic way. 

Contest rules: 

Entry must be two-dimensional. 

Entry must be on paper or canvas. 

Entries can be no smaller than 8X10 nor larger than 18X24 

including mat. 

Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempura, crayon, acrylic, pen, 

ink, oil, glitter, marker, or other media may be used. 

 

Coloring sheets, digital art and photography are not accepted. 

All entries must have the child’s full name on the back. 

Deadlines for Entries are, 

Received by Auxiliary by March 31, 2026 

Received by Department by April 15, 2026* 

Received by National Headquarters by May 5, 2026 

OFFICIAL FORM, DETAILS ON REQUIREMENTS AND CONTEST 

RULES CAN BE FOUND ON MALTA MEMBER RESOURCES 

*Mail your Department entry to: 

Cathie Cook 

20314 Harding Av 

Olympia Fields, 60461 

 

 



 

 

Cathie Cook 

Magickmaster@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

  Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary 

  Council of Administration Meeting 

  Crowne Plaza, Springfield, Illinois 

 

The Fourth meeting of the Illinois VFW Auxiliary Council of Administration meeting and Voice of Democracy 
Banquet will be held February 6-8, 2026, at the Crowne Plaza, 3000 S. Dirksen Pkwy., Springfield, Illinois.  

Council of Administration meeting will be held on Saturday, February 7, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.. Those 
reporting, Membership, Extension, Graves Registration, Presidents Pins, and Fundraising, please send 
your reports to Rhonda Borkgren, Secretary by February 1, 2026.  
Room Cost $112 per night       click here for room reservations 
Group Code: Z0F(zero)           Deadline for room reservations is January 9th 2026. You may also call the 
hotel directly at 217-529-7777. Use the above room code to get the rate of $112. Plus tax.  
 
Voice of Democracy Banquet, will be held on February 7, 2026. Join us in celebrating our outstanding 
youth and the Voice of Democracy program at this year’s annual banquet. Tickets are $50.00 per person, 
$500.00 for table of ten. Purchase tickets online at vfwil.org, click donation tab, put in the number of 
tickets, dollar amount, and VOD Banquet. Ticket deadline is January 26, 2026. You must purchase tickets 
by that date! 
 
All members are invited and encouraged to attend the weekend’s events. 

District Presidents: If you are unable to attend the Council Meeting, please notify the Department President. You 
will also need to contact your District Senior Vice President to attend to represent your district. Dress attire for the 
Council meeting is business casual, please no t -shirts or jeans. 

A reminder to all Council Members who are staying over Saturday evening to attend the Department Voice of 
Democracy Banquet, you will receive one-half of the room cost for Saturday in addition to your council expenses.  

By the Order of: 

Diane Ahrens     Rhonda Borkgren 

Diane Ahrens      Rhonda Borkgren     

Department President    Department Secretary 

 

 



 

VFW  AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP /MEMBER TRANSFER APPLICATION

Please print legilbly.  An incomplete application could delay your membership start date.

Applicant completes sections A, D or E and H,I. Auxiliaries/Departments complete section B,F,G.
APPLICATION INFORMATION

A

Name Female Male

Address Date of Birth

City State ZIP Phone Email

B
Auxiliary Post No. City State

New Member Transferring Member Rejoining Member (Prior Member ID Number)

Member at Large in Department of Member at Large -VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters

C
(Transfer only information) ANNUAL TRANSFER LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER

Member ID Previous  Auxiliary Paying Nonpaying

D POST-AFFILIATED ("Must be  a current member of the  VFW Post affilieted with the  Auxiiary to  which you are epplying.)

I am the (Relationship)

VFW Membership ID

to (Eligible Veteran" Name)

VFW Post (Must be same as B)

E
NON-AFFILIATED ("Veteran is not a current  member of the VFW  Post affilated with the  Audilary to  which you are applying)

I am the (Relationship) to (Eligible Veteran" Name)

Name of campaign ribbons or  medals:

Dates of Service:

F Recruited/Recommended by:

to Foreign Location:

Recruiter Member ID

Check one:  AUX VFW

G Investigating Committee Signatures

1X 2X 3X

Per Section 102 of the National Bylaws. Rejected Accepted Meeting Date Obligated Date

H
Annual Membership Life Membership Check here if this is a gift (Membership card will  be sent to

Treasurer and not member.)
LIFE

MEMBERSHIP

Payment Method and Amount: Cash Check Credit Card FEES
Life Membershio fees
are nol refundable.**f  paying by credit  card, after this application is processed, an email and/or text message  will  be sent to the contact information

provided above for payment. Instructions in the communication for payment must be completed within 30 days or otherwise the
application will be voided. If someone other  than the applicant above is paying by credit  card for the membership, please ist  your

phone number and email address below to receive payment instructions once the membership application has  been processed.

Phone Emall

OBLIGATION in the presence of  Atmighty God and the members of this  orgenlzation here assembled, I  do of my  own free will  and accord,
solemnly promise that I will  never wrong or defraud this organization nor  a member thereof  nor  permit ether to be wronged if in my  power to

prevent il. I  will never propose for membership any person not eligible, according to our Bylaws. I will  be faithful to the United States of America,
obedient to the laws and loyal to the Flag. Should my membership with this organization cease in any way, I will  consider this obligation as

binding outside of the organization as though I  had remained a member. I do so  promise.l attest that I am at least 18 years of age. I pledge to
comply with the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of  the United Stales  Auxitiary.  I attest I  am not eligible for membership in the
VEW Ihuthar attast that the showa is tmua and comact io tha hast ni mu Imowladne inclurlina me statad nalationshin in the Vataran

Attained age at 1231
of  year applying  for
Life Membership.

Through 20 $253
21-25 $242

26-30 $230

31-35 $219

36-40 $213

41-45 $201

46-50 $196
51-55 $184

56-60 $173

61-65 $161



 

 

 

 


